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 A Message 
From Your Commissioner

It has been a long hot summer, but these past few days are a glimpse of the weather we can look 
forward to.  As your commissioner I have stayed busy over the summer with the growth in our 
industrial park, work in the Bagdad Mill Site, the conclusion of the “Thru the Fence” deal with 
the Department of the Navy at NAS Whiting Field, and my favorite- the ground breaking for the 
construction on Avalon Boulevard. All of these projects are very important to our whole community, 
however, the Avalon Boulevard stimulus project is vital to our county as a more rapid evacuation 
route for our south end citizens. I look forward to seeing this construction take shape in the coming 
months and will continue to seek funding to complete all four phases of this project, all the way to 
I-10. If you travel this route, please be careful and respect the construction workers who are making 
this project a reality. 

In our industrial park there are currently three expansion projects under way, plus the GEO prison, 
the expansion of AppRiver and the relocation of Avalex in Gulf Breeze. This means more jobs for our 
area. To see growth like this during these economic times shows that your board of commissioners 
and TEAM Santa Rosa are working hard for our future.

We have seen great attendance in downtown Milton for “First Friday” and other events along the 
Riverwalk, due in part to the great work of Mayor Thompson and the city council on the revitalization 
of our historic district. In Bagdad we also watched as recognition was given to the civil war “Skirmish 
on the Blackwater” with the historic marker that was unveiled to the sound of cannons firing.

Finally, I was fortunate to have the Florida Department of Transportation Secretary Stephanie 
Kopelousos, FDOT Pensacola Urban Office Manager Jim DeVries, FDOT District 3 Production Director 
Tommy Barfield, FDOT District 3 Secretary James Rodgers, and Greg Brown, assistant to Senator 
Peaden tour our county and see first hand the transportation needs that we all share. Nancy Model 
from our planning department worked hard to plan the route for the tour and provide maps and 
information to the secretary and her staff, making the tour extremely effective.  I thank Nancy for 
her efforts leading up to that day. I believe that the secretary left with a very good understanding 
of how FDOT can help our county in the upcoming years.  

Respectfully,
Bob Cole, District 2 Commissioner
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Upcoming Community Events
Main Street Milton presents: Summer Night Concert Series 
Free outdoor concerts in downtown Milton along the Riverwalk just south of the Veteran’s 
Memorial Plaza on the third Saturday of each month through October from 6-8 p.m.   Bring a 
lawn chair, grab a friend, for family fun & great music! 

Historic Downtown Milton comes alive! Businesses stay open till 8 p.m.  
First Friday of the month happens through November. Explore quaint shops, antique stores, art 
galleries, churches, and restaurants all in walking distance. North Willing Street is the scene for 
street music, auto enthusiasts, artists and crafters. 

Prepare to be scared at Main Street Milton’s third annual Haunted House!    
For just $5 per person, you will go through the Haunted House set up in one of downtown 
Milton’s historic buildings on North Willing Street- 6,000 square feet of scary!  Totally staffed by 
volunteers, it is their job to scare you.  This event will be held on the same nights as the Historic 
Milton Ghostwalk Tour, October 23 & 24 and will then pick back up October 28-31, 7 p.m. until 
each night. See you there if you dare!

For more information on these events: please call (850) 626-6246, e-mail Mainstreetmilton@
bellsouth.net or visit the events web site at mainstreetmilton.org. 
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FDOT Officials Visit Santa Rosa County

Florida Department of Transportation Secretary Stephanie 
Kopelousos, District 3 Secretary James Rodgers, and District 3 
Director of Production Tommy Barfield took a windshield tour of 
Santa Rosa County on Friday, August 7th.   

The day was packed with stops at the County Industrial Park on US 
90 in East Milton, SR 87 South, the Navarre Chamber of Commerce, 
Avalon Boulevard, the Five Points Intersection, the new County 
Aviation Industrial Park site at NAS Whiting Field, and the City of 
Milton.  Florida Transportation Commissioners Bart Pullum and 
Garrett Walton and Northwest Florida Transportation Corridor 
Authority Member Robert Montgomery joined the group at 
various times.  

Commissioner Cole invited the officials and hosted the visit:  “We 
wanted them to have a first-hand look at Santa Rosa County and 
an enjoyable visit, too.”  

Special thanks to Dan Deanda of the West Florida Commuter 
Assistance Program, who provided and drove the “Ride-On” 
commuter van for its first-ever “official” road trip.  

H.T. Hackney Co. Relocates to Milton

On July 23, H.T. Hackney Co. broke ground on a new 158,584 square foot distribution center in Milton.  H.T. 
Hackney Co. is a food distribution business that supplies a wide variety of products from dairy to snack items to 
convenience and grocery stores as well as pharmacies. Though the company is relocating their current 35,000 
square foot operation from near-by Pensacola, their expansion to over 158,000 square feet of workspace will bring 

jobs to Santa Rosa County. Available jobs will 
include warehouse, drivers, and mechanics. The 
new Milton location will offer benefits with their 
compensation packages and salaries that are 
approximately 15 percent above the average 
wage in Santa Rosa County.  This particular 
location will not only provide distribution 
services, but will also have a 6,989 square foot 
fleet service center. 

H.T. Hackney Co. owns a 29.93-acre property in 
the Santa Rosa County Industrial Park which they 
purchased with the help of TEAM Santa Rosa.  H.T. 
Hackney Co. chose to locate to the Santa Rosa 
County Industrial Park because it offered large 
parcels of land with ideal proximity to Interstate 
10 along with an excellent work force. Photo:  Ground was broke for the new H.T. Hackney Co. 

distribution center on July 23. 

Photo above:  Commissioner Bob Cole speaks with FDOT 
Secretary Stephanie Kopelousos.  

 
Photo below:  FDOT Pensacola Urban Office Manager Jim DeVries, FDOT District 3 Production Director Tommy 

Barfield, Commissioner Cole, FDOT Secretary Kopelousos, Roger Blaylock, Chris Phillips, FDOT District 3 Secretary 
James Rodgers, and Greg Brown, Assistant to Senator Peaden.
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County Launches Two Mitigation Planning Efforts 
-Public Input Needed-

Santa Rosa County is seeking public involvement and participation 
in two mitigation planning efforts. The first is a comprehensive 
update to the Local Mitigation Strategy multi-hazard plan. The 
second effort is the development of a flood mitigation plan, which 
will be part of the multi-hazard plan but also a stand-alone plan. 
Mitigation planning can lead to activities that lessen the impacts 
of disasters and reduce the loss of life and property for residents, 
governments and businesses. Additionally, effective flood mitigation 
planning can result in additional discounts for flood insurance policy 
holders.

Community input is vital to creating an effective plan and there are 
several ways in which the public can participate in this process: 

Complete an online survey- a short survey is available on the   •	
 county’s website at www.santarosa.fl.gov. 

Serve on the Local Mitigation Task Force or Flood Mitigation   •	
 Plan Task Force- Volunteers are needed for both the Local   
 Mitigation Strategy task force and the Flood Mitigation task   
 force. Volunteers should expect to participate in one to two   
 meetings per month for the next six months and provide   
 assistance and input regarding mitigation planning.

For more information about volunteering or the county’s mitigation 
planning efforts, please contact Sheila Harris, Grants & Special 
Projects Coordinator at (850)983-1848 or sheilah@santarosa.fl.gov.                                                         
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Federal Economic Stimulus Project Begins in Santa Rosa County 
-Multi-Lane construction on Avalon Boulevard will create jobs and boost economy-

Motorists traveling State Road 281, better known locally 
as Avalon Boulevard, will soon see construction crews 
at work along the roadway. The Florida Department of 
Transportation has awarded a $5.6 million construction 
contract to Panhandle Grading and Paving of Pensacola 
to improve a section of the busy thoroughfare from 
north of the CSX Railroad bridge to south of Mulat/
Commerce Road. Work was scheduled to begin on the 
project the week of August 20 and should be completed 
during the fall of 2011.

This project is being funded through the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.   “ I  am 
committed to strengthening our economy and securing 
Florida’s future,” said Governor Charlie Crist.  “The Avalon 
Boulevard reconstruction will create much needed jobs 
for Florida’s families, boost our economy and provide 
transportation improvements in the Panhandle.”

Improvements under this project consist of reconstruction and widening of the existing 2-lane urban/rural roadway 
to a 4-lane urban roadway including: construction of storm drain improvements, a storm water retention pond, 
sidewalks, a mast arm signal system at Avalon Boulevard and Cyanamid Road, signing and pavement markings, 
construction of a frontage road on the east side of Avalon Boulevard running from just south of Cactus Drive to just 
north of Admirals Drive as well as minor side road improvements. 

Photo:  Officials kick off the official start of the Avalon 
Boulevard  stimulus project on August 21. 

Peter Prince Airport

Peter Prince Field, formerly Milton T Field, 
is a county-owned general aviation airport 
operated as an enterprise account by Santa 
Rosa County Board of County Commissioners.  
Peter Prince is located adjacent to Santa 
Rosa County Industrial Park in East Milton.  
The airport has 3700 feet of lighted paved 
runway, two paved parallel taxiways, a GPS 
instrument approach and an ASR instrument 
approach.  Safety amenities include a GCO 
communications unit to facilitate instrument 
departures and arrivals, and a SuperUnicom 
automatically transmitting safety information, 
including visibility for instrument approaches.  
The BOCC leases 97 aircraft hangars to private 
and corporate aircraft owners and uses hangar 
rental fees to fund capital improvements and 
provide matching funds for FDOT and FAA 
grants.  Over the past 20 years these grants 
have been used to fund runway overlays, 
taxiway construction, airfield lighting, hangar 
construction, paved overruns, security fencing, 
rotating beacon construction, and paved 
parking.

The BOCC leases a portion of the airport to a 
FBO or fixed base operator to provide aviation 
repair, maintenance, and 24-hour fueling 
services to support local and transient general 
aviation.
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Disaster Recovery Volunteers Needed 

Volunteers are needed to aid in recovery efforts in the event a disaster strikes by managing volunteer reception centers in 
Santa Rosa County.  Operated by Help Thy Neighbors Volunteer Center through Santa Rosa County’s Emergency Operation 
Center and emergency support function 15, select volunteers will be responsible for registering field volunteers, evaluating 
skill sets, providing training and coordinating volunteer placement at one of the county’s volunteer reception centers located 
in Gulf Breeze, Navarre, Bagdad and Pace.

Volunteer reception centers are an important clearinghouse for field volunteers and help to ensure volunteer resources are 
effective and efficiently dispatched to areas of need when it is deemed safe by officials. After Hurricane Dennis, over 600 
volunteers coordinated through VRC’s gave more than 23,800 hours helping to place tarps on homes and clearing debris for 
local residents.  

Activated after a disaster, the volunteer reception centers act as a point of contact and assignment center for individual or 
small groups of volunteers not affiliated with other volunteer organizations like the American Red Cross and Salvation Army.  
VRCs are a wonderful way to play a vital role in recovery efforts, particularly for volunteers who may not physically be capable 
of assisting in the field at disaster sites.  A wide variety of volunteer assignments are available including,  communications, 
data coordination,  dispatch, greeter,  interviewer,  medical, public information officer, 
registration, runner, security, safety,  volunteer identification, Volunteer Reception Center Director and Deputy Director 

Volunteers manning the reception centers should be at least 18 years old and will work full or split shifts between the hours 
of 6 a.m. and 6 p.m. when notified of a center opening.  Orientation and on-going training will be offered to citizens who 
can help in these vital roles of disaster recovery.  For more information, contact the Help Thy Neighbor Volunteer Center 
at (850) 983-5223 or visit http://helpthyneighborsvc.org. 

Buy Local Buy Fresh
TEAM Santa Rosa is an active partner in the Panhandle Fresh initiative.  Panhandle 
Fresh is a community based food systems model which supports local growers of 
farm fresh produce.  It encourages buying local produce to improve the economy 
while supporting local farmers. Buying local not only boosts the local economy, 
but also helps to provide the freshest and most nutritious of produce for area 
families.

And where can you buy this fresh local produce?  Right from your neighborhood 
Wal-Mart store.  Just look for the bright yellow Panhandle Fresh logo in the 
produce aisle!

Panhandle Fresh participating Wal-Mart stores include all those in Escambia, Santa Rosa, Okaloosa and Walton Counties 
in Florida, and the Alabama counties of Mobile and Baldwin.

Wal-Mart Market Manager for the Western Florida Panhandle Bob Hart stated, “The coalition of growers in Northwest 
Florida supplies us with produce of such high quality that it makes us proud to present their product in our stores.”

Buying local improves your economy and supports local agriculture.  In turn, it protects our rural land, a part of what 
makes our regional culture.

With Panhandle Fresh, you get fresher better tasting foods that are more 
nutritious.  And with locally grown produce, you can enjoy a higher level 
of confidence in knowing the origin and safety of the produce you feed 
your family. 

The mission of the Panhandle Fresh Marketing Association is to improve 
profits and sustainability of regional farmers by adding value to their 
product, diversifying their crop mix and protecting their land for future 
generations.

PFMA is a Florida not-for-profit organization and a community based food 
system model. It is a local effort to assist farmers in pooling their resources 
and allowing them access to larger markets in the produce industry.

Visit us online at panhandlefresh.com.


